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 MISSION STATEMENT 
 
 

THE LA CROSSE COUNTY DRUG COURT 
PROGRAM PROVIDES INTEGRATED COURT 
SUPERVISION AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
SERVICES TO A DIVERSE POPULATION IN 
LA CROSSE COUNTY IN ORDER TO REDUCE 
DRUG RELATED CRIMES, BETTER UTILIZE 
JAIL RESOURCES, AND IMPROVE THE 
QUALITY OF LIFE OF SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
OFFENDERS RESULTING IN INCREASED 
COMMUNITY SAFETY AND IMPROVEMENT 
OF THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN THE WHOLE 
COMMUNITY. 
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LA CROSSE COUNTY DRUG COURT PROGRAM 
 

SUMMARY OF IMPORTANT POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 
 
I.  EXPULSION 
A Drug Court Participant may be expelled from the Drug Court Program for the following: 
a.  Commission of a violent crime. 
b.  Failure to attend scheduled Drug Court hearings as a result of incarceration. 
c.  Abandonment of the Drug Court Program. 
     1.  Abandonment refers to any length of time a Drug Treatment Court participant has been 
determined to have absconded, and the team decides that the participant should be expelled from 
the Drug Treatment Court Program.  
     2.  A participant who has absconded and been absent for six (6) months will automatically be 
expelled from the Drug Treatment Court Program. 
      3.  When expulsion is determined appropriate, the participant will be encouraged to ask for an 
admission hearing to re-enter the Drug Treatment Court Program.  
      4.  A plan to complete the Drug Treatment Court Program must be submitted for consideration 
at re-admission the hearing. (10/09) 
d.  Evidence indicating that the Drug Court Participant is involved with drug use, drug dealing, assaultive 
behavior, or driving while under the influence of an intoxicant. 
e.  A determination by the Drug Court Team that the Drug Court Participant is unable to benefit 
positively from any further treatment or continuation in the Drug Court Program, and the continuation of 
the Drug Court Participant would undermine the ability of other Drug Court Participants to succeed in 
the program. 
f.  Any other grounds that the Drug Court finds sufficient for expulsion. 
 
II.  VOLUNTARY REMOVAL 
A Drug Court Participant will not have the option to quit the Drug Court Program.  Successful 
completion of or expulsion from the Drug Court Program are the only acceptable ways to leave the Drug 
Court Program. 
 
III.  COURT PROCEEDINGS 
The Drug Court shall be held on each Thursday, except as ordered by the Court.  A closed staffing will 
take place prior to court or as otherwise directed by the Drug Court Judge   Court proceedings will begin 
promptly at 4:00 p.m.  All Drug Court Participants must be in attendance at that time, unless otherwise 
excused by the Drug Court Judge or the Drug Court Coordinator. 
 
IV.  TREATMENT PHASES 
 
V.  COMMENCEMENT TO PHASE IV 
Upon successful completion of all three phases, including the payment of all assessed Drug Court 
Program fees, and upon recommendation of the Drug Court Team, the Drug Court Judge shall hold a 
Commencement Ceremony wherein the Drug Court Participant will commence from the structured 
Phases of the Drug Court Program and into Phase IV of the Drug Court Program.  The Commencement 
Ceremony will be a celebration of successful completion of the three phases of Drug Court. 
 
XVI.  VIOLATIONS 
Any violations of the rules of the Drug Court Program may result in the immediate imposition of 



 
---  5  --- 

La Crosse County Drug Court Program 
Policy and Procedures Manual 

NOT AVAILABLE FOR RELEASE TO PUBLIC     Version 11 Revised:  10/2009 

interventions, as determined by the Drug Court Judge.     
 
Time spent in confinement will NOT count toward phase advancement. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
 
 

The La Crosse County Drug Court Program is a 
court that is specifically designated and staffed to 
handle cases involving drug offenders through an 
intensive, judicially monitored program of drug 
treatment, rehabilitation services, and strict 
community supervision. 

 
The Drug Court concept is based on an innovative program that was first developed in Miami, 
Florida in 1989.  The Drug Court concept has since received widespread attention as an effective 
treatment strategy for drug-involved criminal offenders.  There are more than 1,000 such 
programs now in operation in jurisdictions throughout the nation. 
 
Drug Courts are built upon a unique partnership between the criminal justice system and the drug 
treatment community that structures treatment intervention around the authority and personal 
involvement of a single Drug Court Judge.  Drug Courts are also dependent upon the creation of 
a non-adversarial courtroom atmosphere where a single judge and a dedicated team of court 
officers and staff work together toward a common goal of breaking the cycle of drug abuse and 
criminal behavior. 
 
Because of the unique problems and opportunities that present themselves in working with drug-
involved criminal offenders, treatment and rehabilitation strategies must be “reality-based.”  
Drug Court Programs must therefore recognize: 
 

• Addicts are most vulnerable to successful intervention when they are in the crisis of 
initial arrest and incarceration, so intervention must be immediate and up-front. 

 
• Preventing gaps in communication and ensuring offender accountability are critically 
important.  Therefore, court supervision must be highly coordinated and very 
comprehensive. 

 
• Addiction to drugs is a longstanding, debilitating and insidious condition; so treatment 
must be long-term and comprehensive. 

 
• Addiction to drugs seldom exists in isolation from other serious problems that 
undermine rehabilitation, so treatment must include the integration of other available 
services and resources, to include educational assessments, vocational assessments, 
psychological assessments, cultural diversity awareness, gender based issues, stabilizing 
housing, job training, and job placement. 
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• Relapse and intermittent advancement are part of the recovery process; so progressive 
sanctions and incentives must be integral to the Drug Court strategy. 

 

The goals of the La Crosse County Drug Court Program are: 
 

• Reduce drug related crimes; 
 

• Reduce offender contacts with the criminal justice system; 
 

• Reduce costs associated with criminal case processing and rearrest; 
 

• Introduce offenders to an ongoing process of recovery designed to achieve total 
abstinence from illicit/illegal drugs; and 

 
• Promote self-sufficiency and empower substance abusers to become productive and 
responsible members of the community. 
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LA CROSSE COUNTY DRUG COURT PROGRAM 
 
 

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 
 
 
I.  ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS 
 
Persons meeting the following criteria will be considered for admission to the La Crosse County 
Drug Court Program: 
 

c.  An established resident of La Crosse County.  This is necessary to qualify the Drug 
Court Participant for county services and funding.  Clients convicted in a different county 
may participate in Drug Court if admitted by the team.  

 
d.  Charged with and/or convicted of a felony or enhanced misdemeanor involving the 
possession, use, or sale of a controlled substance or a crime motivated by the applicant’s 
drug addiction or dependence. 

 
e.  Drug addicted or drug dependent.  Each referred candidate shall be interviewed by the 
Drug Court Coordinator and the Drug Dependency Assessor, or their staff, and participate 
in any requested assessments during the screening process.  The Drug Court Team will 
then evaluate each candidate, with input from the candidate’s attorney.  The Drug Court 
Team will make a recommendation to the Drug Court Judge, who will either admit or 
deny the candidate’s request to participate in the Drug Court Program. 

 
f. The Drug Court candidate must voluntarily agree to abide by all Drug Court Program  
rules, and further agree to abide by any future modifications to said rules while in the 
Drug Court Program. 

 

II.  INTAKE/REFERRAL 
 
Referrals to the Drug Court Program should take place as soon as possible after the arrest of a 
potential candidate.  Referrals can come from the following sources: 
 

a.  The arresting agency. 
 

b.  The District Attorney's Office. 
 

c.  The defense attorney. 
 

d.  A family member.  
 

e.  A current treatment provider. 
 
f. An intake judge or a circuit court judge. 
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g. A corrections agent. 
 
h.  The Justice Sanctions Office. 

 
Once a referral to the Drug Court Program is made, the District Attorney’s Office shall provide 
information of the Drug Court Candidate’s criminal history and copies of criminal complaints to 
the Drug Court Coordinator to determine whether or not there are any disqualifying current 
charges, prior convictions, or excessive or disqualifying arrests.  
 
The Defense Attorney will provide a detailed description of the referral’s current legal status 
including the status of the proceedings using the designated form.   
 
If the Drug Court Team reaches a consensus that the Drug Court Candidate is not precluded from 
consideration based upon current or prior arrests or convictions, the Drug Court Coordinator will 
then begin the assessment and interview process.  It is anticipated that most referrals will be 
based on joint recommendations of the District Attorney and the Defense Attorney as a part of 
the plea negotiation process.  Plea negotiations SHOULD be completed at the earliest possible 
time after arrest. 
 
Any Circuit Court Judge may make referrals to the Drug Court Program at any time the court has 
jurisdiction over the defendant, to include the initial appearance, bond hearings, and sentencing 
hearings.  Such referrals can be made over the objection of the District Attorney's office, the 
defendant, or defendant’s counsel.  (Such referrals are not, however, recommended when there is 
opposition to the referral.) 
 

III.  THE LA CROSSE COUNTY DRUG COURT TEAM 
 
The La Crosse County Drug Court Team shall consist of the following: 
 

a.  The Drug Court Judge, who is a Circuit Court Judge. 
 

b.  A representative from the District Attorney’s Office. 
 

c.  A representative from the Public Defender’s Office. 
 

d.  A Probation and Parole Agent. 
 

e.  The Drug Court Coordinator. 
 

f.  Treatment personnel from the La Crosse County Human Services Department. 
 

 
IV.  COURT PROCEEDINGS 
 
The Drug Court calendar is a priority and will be a specialized, separate Court, operating on an as 
needed basis, and dedicated to the evaluation, treatment and supervision of eligible and suitable 
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offenders.  The Drug Court shall be held on each Thursday, except as ordered by the Court.  A 
closed staffing will take place prior to court or as otherwise directed by the Drug Court Judge   Court 
proceedings will begin promptly at 4:00 p.m.  All Drug Court Participants must be in attendance 
at that time, unless otherwise excused by the Drug Court Judge or the Drug Court Coordinator. 
 
At the staffing, the Drug Court Team will advise the Drug Court Judge of the progress or any 
violation of each Drug Court Participant.  During each Drug Court Hearing, the Drug Court 
Judge will discuss the case with each Drug Court Participant, the treatment provider, any family 
members, and other persons interested in the welfare of the Drug Court Participant who is 
present.  Sanctions will be imposed for any violations.  All sessions will be held “off the record,” 
except when Expulsion Hearings are held.  
 
The Drug Court Judge, probation agent and Drug Court coordinator may meet on Mondays to 
discuss any crisis situations from the weekend.   
 
Drug Court Team meetings will be held on an as needed basis to allow the Drug Court Team to 
discuss the progress of the Drug Court Program, to make suggestions to improve the program, 
and to help keep the Drug Court Team educated on new trends in addressing drug dependency or 
addiction issues.  Drug Court Team meetings are generally held on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 11:30 a.m. at the courthouse. 
 
Furthermore, the Drug Court Advisory Group will hold meetings on an as needed basis to assist 
the Drug Court Team in drawing upon community based resources for the purpose of addressing 
the needs of Drug Court Participants or Alumni.  Drug Court Advisory Group meetings are 
generally held semi-annually at a location to be determined.  
 
V.  DRUG COURT FILES 
 
Drug Court files are separate and distinct from Circuit Court files and District Attorneys Office 
files.  All Drug Court files are confidential and are not open to the general public.  All such files 
shall be under the sole and exclusive control of the Drug Court Judge and the assigned 
representative from the District Attorneys Office, as appropriate, and not the Clerk of Court or 
other staff members in the District Attorneys Office.  All files shall be maintained in a 
confidential manner, readily identifiable by color-coding.  Each Drug Court Participant will be 
assigned a unique case number, as follows:  (last two digits of entering year)-DCP-(sequential 
number of the Drug Court Participant), i.e.:  02-DCP-001. 
 

VI.  DRUG COURT PROTOCOLS 
 
***A.  TREATMENT PROTOCOL 
 
The La Crosse County Drug Court Program shall consist of four phases.  The first three phases 
are highly structured, and the fourth phase is intended to be an incentive period to provide 
continuing motivation and assistance to promote the sobriety and abstinence of the Drug Court 
Participant as they commence toward their new lives.  The Drug Court Judge, upon 
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recommendation of the Drug Court Team, shall determine advancements to a higher phase.  The 
Phases are defined as follows:   

PHASE I 
 
The minimum requirements for successful completion of Phase I are: 
 

• Maintain 90 consecutive days of total abstinence from the use of drugs, chemicals and 
alcohol.  Time spent in jail does not count toward the 60-day calculation. 
 
• Participate in traditional support meetings 3 times per week. Accepted traditional 
support meetings are: Smart Recovery, AA, NA, Reformers Unanimous, Relapse 
Prevention, Coulee Council Educational, and aftercare meetings following completion of 
primary care treatment.  
 

 • Attend 37 support meetings or positive social activities. 
 
 • Establish an employment plan. 
 
 • Demonstrate an ability to manage a budget or obtain assistance in budget management. 
 
 • Make weekly appearances before the Drug Court Judge. 
 
 • Make at least one office visit per week with the Drug Court Coordinator. 
 
 • Make at least one office visit per week with the Corrections Agent (if on probation-type 
      status). 
 

• Facilitate one home visit per week with the Drug Court Coordinator, a Probation 
Officer, or a Police Officer. 
 
• Participate in an outpatient or in-patient treatment program, as determined by the Drug 
Court Judge. 
 
• Complete Community Service Work, as determined by the Drug Court Judge. 
 
• Avoid any premises where alcohol is sold for consumption on the premises. 
 
• Not engage in any detrimental relationships with others (which includes romance, 
dating, or other similar behaviors).  
 
• Obtain a sponsor (required prior to advancement to Phase II).  
 
• Demonstrate sufficient track record of self-directed recovery.  
 
• Complete all other conditions, as determined by the Drug Court Judge. 
 
• Apply to the Drug Court Team for Phase advancement.  The Drug Court Team will 
approve or disapprove the request for advancement.  Letters of support may be attached to 
the Phase Advancement Application. 
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PHASE II 
 
The minimum requirements for a successful completion of Phase II are: 

• Maintain 120 consecutive days of total abstinence from the use of drugs, chemicals and 
alcohol.  Time spent in jail does not count toward the 120-day calculation. 
 
• Participate in traditional support meetings 3 times per week. Accepted traditional 
support meetings are: AA, NA, Reformers Unanimous, Relapse Prevention, Coulee 
Council Educational, Smart Recovery and aftercare meetings following completion of 
primary care treatment.   
 

 • Attend a minimum of 50 support meetings or positive social activities. 
 

• Not engage in any detrimental relationships with others (to include romance, dating, or 
other similar behaviors), unless allowed by the Drug Court Judge. 
 

 • Make contact with sponsor at least one time per week. 
 
 • Develop a payment plan for the costs of participation in the Drug Court Program. 
 
 • Demonstrate an ability to maintain a budget. 
 
 • Make bi-monthly appearances before the Drug Court Judge. 
 
 • Make office visits two times each month with the Drug Court Coordinator. 
 
 • Make office visits two times each month with the Corrections Agent (if on probation-    
      type status). 

• Facilitate home visits at least two times per month with the Drug Court Coordinator, a 
Probation Officer, or a Police Officer. 
 
• Participate in an outpatient or in-patient treatment program, as determined by the Drug 
Court Judge. 
 
• Participate in a Drug Court educational component, to include establishing life skills 
and job training, as appropriate. 
 
• Begin enrollment into program to obtain a GED, HSED or a Diploma, if applicable. 
 
• Be gainfully employed or complete Community Service Work, as determined by the 
Drug Court Judge. 
 
• Avoid any premises where alcohol is sold for consumption on the premises. 
 
• Demonstrate continuing sufficient track record of self-directed recovery.  
 
• Complete all other conditions, as determined by the Drug Court Judge. 
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• Apply to the Drug Court Team for Phase advancement.  The Drug Court Team will 
approve or disapprove the request for advancement.  Letters of support may be attached to 
the Phase Advancement Application. 

 

PHASE III 
 
The minimum requirements for a successful completion of Phase III are: 
 

• Maintain 150 consecutive days of total abstinence from the use of drugs, chemicals and 
alcohol.  Time spent in jail does not count toward the 180-day calculation. 
 
• Participate in traditional support meetings 2 times per week and 1 approved non-
traditional support meeting. Accepted traditional meetings are: Smart Recovery, AA, NA, 
Reformers Unanimous, Relapse Prevention, Coulee Council Educational, and aftercare 
meetings following completion of primary care treatment.  Social worker must approve 
non-traditional support meeting.  
 
 

 • Attend a minimum of 60 support meetings or positive social activities. 
 
 • Make contact with sponsor at least two times per month. 
 

• Make regular payments toward the costs of participation in the Drug Court Program, 
with the entire amount owed paid prior to submitting an application for commencement. 

 
 • Demonstrate an ability to maintain a budget. 
 
 • Make monthly appearances before the Drug Court Judge. 
 
 • Make office visits at least once each month with the Drug Court Coordinator. 
 
 • Make office visits at least once each month with the Corrections Agent (if on a 
probation-type status). 
 

• Facilitate home visits at least once each month with the Drug Court Coordinator, a 
Probation Officer, or a Police Officer. 
 
• Participate in an outpatient or in-patient treatment program, as determined by the Drug 
Court Judge. 
 
• Develop a continuing care and an alumni program that is approved by the Drug Court 
Team. 
• Continue to be gainfully employed or complete Community Service Work, as 
determined by the Drug Court Judge. 
 
• Avoid any premises where alcohol is sold for consumption on the premises. 
 
• Obtain a GED, HSED, or a Diploma, if applicable. 
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• Demonstrate continuing sufficient track record of self-directed recovery.  
 
• Complete all other conditions, as determined by the Drug Court Judge. 
 
• Apply to the Drug Court Team for Commencement and participate in a Commencement 
Interview.  The Drug Court Team will approve or disapprove the request for 
Commencement.  Letters of support may be attached to the Commencement Application. 

 

B.  SUPERVISION/TESTING PROTOCOL 
 
A critical component of successful Drug Court participation involves intense supervision and 
random testing to determine compliance with the rules of the Drug Court Program.  Accordingly, 
each Drug Court Participant will be subject to the following minimum supervision/testing 
schedule: 
 

PHASE I 
 

Drug testing is to take place at a minimum of twice per week on a frequent and random 
basis.  Tests may be of urine, blood, saliva, use of a patch, or through any other viable 
means of determining that controlled substances or pharmaceuticals have been ingested. 

 
Breathalyzers are to take place at least twice per week on a frequent and random basis.  In 
home electronic devices to detect the ingestion of alcohol or alcohol-based products may 
be required on a case-by-case basis. 

 
Home visits are to occur at least once per week, and may be made by a corrections agent, 
the Drug Court Coordinator, a law enforcement officer, Justice Sanctions agents, or other 
persons appointed by the Drug Court Judge. 

 
Electronic monitoring, as needed and as ordered by the Court. 

 

PHASE II 
 

Drug testing is to take place at a minimum of once per week on a random basis.  Tests 
may be of urine, blood, saliva, use of a patch, or through any other viable means of 
determining that controlled substances or pharmaceuticals have been ingested. 

 
Breathalyzers are to take place at least two times per month on a random basis.  In home 
electronic devices to detect the ingestion of alcohol or alcohol-based products may be 
required on a case-by-case basis. 

 
Home visits are to occur at least two times per month, and may be made by a corrections 
agent, the Drug Court Coordinator, a law enforcement officer, Justice Sanctions agents, 
or other persons appointed by the Drug Court Judge. 

 
Electronic monitoring, as needed and as ordered by the Court. 

 

PHASE III 
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Drug testing is to take place at a minimum of two times per month on random basis.  
Tests may be of urine, blood, saliva, use of a patch, or through any other viable means of 
determining that controlled substances or pharmaceuticals have been ingested. 

 
Breathalyzers are to take place on an as needed and random basis.  In home electronic 
devices to detect the ingestion of alcohol or alcohol-based products may be required on a 
case-by-case basis. 

 
Home visits are to occur at least one time per month, and may be made by a corrections 
agent, the Drug Court Coordinator, a law enforcement officer, Justice Sanctions agents, 
or other persons appointed by the Drug Court Judge. 

 
Electronic monitoring as needed and as ordered by the Court. 

 
(NOTE:  These are minimum supervision/testing standards.  Any participant is subject to testing 
at any time.) 
 

C.  DRUG AND ALCOHOL TEST PROTOCOL 
 
Each Drug Court Participant is subject to random testing for the purpose of detecting the 
unauthorized use of alcohol or controlled substances under the following program: 
 
The Drug Court Judge, the Drug Court Coordinator, the Department of Probation and Parole, the 
Treatment Providers, the La Crosse County Department of Human Services, and any officer or 
deputy working with the Drug Court Program may request testing of the Drug Court Participant 
at any time.  Testing may be of the Drug Court Participant’s urine, breath, blood, or saliva, and 
may include the use of a patch. 
 
Upon request, the Drug Court Participant shall immediately deliver the requested sample or have 
a patch applied to their person. If a sample is not produced, is not of sufficient quantity, or is 
adulterated in any way, it will be treated as a positive test for the presence of unauthorized drugs 
or alcohol.  If a patch is placed upon the Drug Court Participant, and when it is to be removed it 
is found to have already been removed or otherwise tampered with, it will be treated as a positive 
test.   
 
Prior to delivering the sample, the Drug Court Participant will be asked whether or not the test 
will be positive.  If the Drug Court Participant acknowledges that the test will be positive, it will 
be considered a positive test, and the test may not take place.  If the Drug Court Participant 
indicates the test will be negative but the test is found to be positive, the Drug Court Participant 
will be assessed a fee for the test, and the Drug Court Judge will impose appropriate 
interventions.  If the test is positive, a confirmation test will be performed and the original 
sample will then be destroyed unless there is a need for further analysis such as determining 
creatinine levels or whether adulterants may have been used.  The Drug Court Participant will be 
assessed for the cost of any positive tests. 
 
Drug Court Participants may not use alcohol bases products, to include toothpaste, mouthwash, 
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astringent, or similar hygiene products.  Drug Court Participants are not allowed to use “non-
alcoholic” beer.    Any breath tests that are positive for the presence of alcohol will be deemed a 
positive test by the Drug Court Team, and any claims that the test may be due to use of alcohol 
based products will not change this determination.  
 
A.  Use of Prescribed Medication 
Drug Court participants will not be prohibited from utilizing prescribed medications.  The 
following guideline will be followed by the Drug Court team.   
 
1.  A client utilizing a prescription medication without approval of the Drug Court team will be 
“suspended” from Drug Court during the time the client is taking the medication.  Suspension 
means the time will not be counted toward phase advancement but the participant will continue 
to follow all rules of Drug Court.   
 
A client with a chronic or an ongoing mental health or physical health issues may get a waiver 
from the team. 
 
The waiver request should include the following information.   
1.  Documentation of the “disorder” (is there a better word?) from the physician. 
2.  Documentation from the physician that other alternatives were discussed. 
 
The Drug Court team encourages team members to work with a therapist in conjunction with 
taking a medication for depression, anxiety, or other “mood disorders” as research indicates that 
medication and therapy together is more effective.  
 
D.  INTERVENTION PROTOCOL 
 
Any violations of the rules of the Drug Court Program may result in the immediate imposition of 
interventions, as determined by the Drug Court Judge.  Interventions can include, but are not 
limited to, the following: 

Jail 
Curfew 
Electronic Monitoring 
Increased Supervision 
Day Reporting 
Increased Drug and/or Alcohol Testing 
Increased Attendance at Support Group(s) 
Warnings 
Drug Court Team Administrative Sanctions 
Drug Court Team Intervention  
Community Service Work 
Written assignments 
 

Time spent in confinement will NOT count toward phase advancement.  Furthermore, Drug 
Court Participants who were positive during the week preceding the current Drug Court session 
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for the use of controlled substances or other drugs or alcohol, or who are in jail during the Drug 
Court session, will not be entitled to participate in any additional in court incentives, such as the 
“fish bowl drawing.” 
 
 
EMPLOYMENT EXPECTATIONS 
 
Participants are REQUIRED to notify employers of their participation in the Drug Court Program 
at a time to be determined with their case manager.  Employers may be contacted to verify work 
hours, employment status, and to answer any questions employers may have about the Drug 
Treatment Court Program. 
 
 
E.  POST-TREATMENT PROTOCOL 
 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
 
Upon commencement from Phase III, all new Drug Court Alumni will be invited to join the 
Alumni Association.  The rules of the Alumni Association shall be established by the members 
of the Alumni Association and with the approval of the Drug Court Judge.  The Charter Directors 
of the Drug Court Alumni Association are Susan H. and Ryan T.  The Alumni Association will 
be involved in promoting continued abstinence from the use of drugs and alcohol by engaging in 
such activities such as establishing Drug Court-based Group meeting modeled after AA and/or 
NA. 
 

VII.  COMMENCEMENT 
 
Upon successful completion of the three phases of the structured portion of the Drug Court 
Program, to include the payment of all assessed fees, and after submission of a qualifying 
application for commencement and upon recommendation for commencement by the Drug Court 
Team, the Drug Court Judge shall commence the Drug Court Participant into Phase IV of the 
Drug Court Program and declare the Drug Court Participant a new Drug Court Alumni. The 
Commencement Ceremony will be a celebration of successful completion of the three phases of Drug 
Court. 
If all Phase III criteria are met, participants may request an earlier scheduled commencement court date if 
scheduled beyond actual completion of the program.  
 
 

VIII.  COSTS 
 
Each Drug Court Participant shall pay the Drug Court Program fee of $750 to participate in the 
program.  The Drug Court Judge will waive $250 of this amount upon the Drug Court Participant 
completing 25 hours of Community Service Work.  The Drug Court Program fee must be paid in 
full before a participant commences.  
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IX.  RESTITUTION, DOC, AND COURT FEES. 
 
Good faith effort must be demonstrated for payment of DOC, restitution, and court fees.  A 
payment plan will be established in Phase I and payments made during Phase II and Phase III.  
  
 
X.  VOLUNTARY REMOVAL 
 
A Drug Court Participant will not have the option to quit the Drug Court Program.  Successful 
completion of, or expulsion from, the Drug Court Program are the only acceptable ways to leave 
the Drug Court Program. 
 

XI.  EXPULSION 
 
A Drug Court Participant may be terminated from the Drug Court Program for the following: 
 
 a.  Commission of a violent crime. 

b.  Failure to attend scheduled Drug Court hearings as a result of incarceration. 
c.  Abandonment of the Drug Court Program. 
     1.  Abandonment refers to any length of time a Drug Treatment Court participant has 
been determined to have absconded, and the team decides that the participant should be 
expelled from the Drug Treatment Court Program.  
     2.  A participant who has absconded and been absent for six (6) months will 
automatically be expelled from the Drug Treatment Court Program. 
      3.  When expulsion is determined appropriate, the participant will be encouraged to ask 
for an admission hearing to re-enter the Drug Treatment Court Program.  
      4.  A plan to complete the Drug Treatment Court Program must be submitted for 
consideration at re-admission the hearing. (10/09) 
d.  Evidence indicating that the Drug Court Participant is involved with drug use, drug dealing, 
assaultive behavior, or driving while under the influence of an intoxicant. 
e.  A determination by the Drug Court Team that the Drug Court Participant is unable to benefit 
positively from any further treatment or continuation in the Drug Court Program, and the 
continuation of the Drug Court Participant would undermine the ability of other Drug Court 
Participants to succeed in the program. 
f.  Any other grounds that the Drug Court finds sufficient for expulsion. 

 
1. The Drug Court team will meet with the participant. 
2. The Drug Court team will inform the client of the team decision. 
3. The participant will be asked to meet with the prosecutor and probation agent 

to determine if the participant is agreeable to the recommendations being 
made by those the prosecutor and the probation agent. 

4. If the client agrees to the recommendations, the client will petition the Drug 
Court for termination from the program. 

5. If required a hearing will occur in front of the sentencing court.  The team 
recommendations will be forwarded  to the sentencing court for consideration. 
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PROCESS FOR EXPULSION 
 
Any member of the Drug Court Team may make a Motion for Expulsion.  The Expulsion 
Candidate will be served with a Notice of Expulsion, to include the date and time for the Initial 
Expulsion Hearing and the right to be represented by an attorney. 
 
The Initial Expulsion Hearing will be set before the Drug Court Team, out of the presence of the 
Drug Court Judge, and with the Drug Court Participant present.  The Expulsion Candidate may 
have the representation of an attorney for this hearing.  Upon a majority vote by the Drug Court 
Team, a recommendation for expulsion will be made to the Drug Court Judge.  If there is no 
majority vote for expulsion, the Expulsion Candidate will continue in the Drug Court Program.  
The Drug Court Team members are entitled to one vote from each membership position, 
consisting of the District Attorney’s Office, the Public Defender’s Office, the Department of 
Probation and Parole, the Drug Court Coordinator, and the La Crosse County Human Services 
Department.  A representative from each entity is required to be present for the Initial Expulsion 
Hearing held for each Expulsion Candidate.  
 
If the Drug Court Team recommends expulsion, the Expulsion Candidate will be notified at the 
next Drug Court Session and the matter will be set for an Expulsion Hearing before the Drug 
Court Judge as soon as practical during a future Drug Court session.  The Expulsion Hearing will 
be on the record, in open court, and in front of the other Drug Court Participants.  An attorney 
may again represent the Expulsion Candidate. 

 
If the Drug Court Judge agrees that there is a basis to grant the Motion for Expulsion, findings 
and conclusions will be made on the record, and the Drug Court Participant will be expelled from 
the program and referred to a Sentencing Judge for imposition of sentence on the charges that 
had been referred to the Drug Court Program.  The Drug Court Judge will execute an Expulsion 
Order following the approval of the Expulsion Motion.  The Drug Court Judge will immediately 
revoke any charges that are the subject of a Drug Court Diversion Contract and judgments for 
said charges will be entered into the record; a Pre-sentence Investigation will be ordered; if the 
defendant is not subject to a bond, a bond will be set; and if the defendant is already subject to a 
bond, the terms and conditions of the bond will be addressed. 
 

XII.  SENTENCING COURT NOTIFICATION 
 
A Sentencing Court shall be notified as follows: 
 

a.  When the Drug Court Participant successfully completes the Drug Court Program, the 
Sentencing Court will be so notified.  Court cases will, if possible, be promptly closed. 

 
b. If the Drug Court Participant is expelled from the Drug Court Program, the 

Sentencing Judge will be provided with a copy of the Expulsion Motion executed by 
the Drug Court Judge following the Expulsion Hearing.  No other information will be 
provided by the District Attorney's Office to the Sentencing Judge, unless first 
disclosed to the Sentencing Judge by the former Drug Court Participant.  
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XIII.  LA CROSSE COUNTY DRUG COURT TEAM MEMBER CONTACTS 
 

a.  The Drug Court Judge:  Judge Dale T. Pasell, (608) 785-5880. 
 
b.  The La Crosse County District Attorney's Office representative:  Assistant District Attorney 
Jessica Skemp, (608) 785-9604, skemp.jessica@mail.da.state.wi.us. 
 
c.  The Public Defender's Office representatives:  First Public Defender Thomas Locante, (608) 
785-9531, locantet@mail.opd.state.wi.us. 
 
d. The Department of Probation and Parole representatives:  Probation and Parole Officer 
Colleen Le Blanc, (608) 785-9475, colleen.Leblanc@doc.state.wi.us; Probation and Parole 
Officer Cindy Ellefson, (608) 785-9475, cindy.ellefson@doc.state.wi.us.   
 
e.  The Drug Court Coordinator:  Coordinator Anne Patton, (608) 789-4895, patton.anne@co.la-
crosse.wi.us Or Jane Klekamp at (608) 785-5547, klekamp.jane@co.la-crosse.wi.us. Or Becky 
Spanjers at (608) 785-5501, spanjers.becky@co.la-crosse.wi.us.  
 
f. The La Crosse County Human Services Department, Chemical Health Assessor, Mark 
Hollowitsch  (608) 785-6107, Hollowitsch.mark@co.la-crosse.wi.us; 
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APPENDIX I 

 
LA CROSSE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

POLICY AND PROCEDURES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
                             Responsible Staff: Drug Treatment Court Team/Drug Court Coordinator 
 
       POLICY/PROCEDURE:  
 

1. All referrals to Drug Court will be reviewed according to the following procedure: 
             

a. Defense Counsel will complete the Defense Counsel Referral from for Drug Treatment 
Court and send to Drug Treatment Court Coordinator.  

 
b. Drug Treatment Court Coordinator will review the referral form and gather any 

collateral information including LSI and an AODA assessment for the Drug Treatment 
Court Team to review. 

 
c. The Drug Court Treatment Team will determine if the referral is appropriate. 
 
d.    An interview will be scheduled with Defense Counsel, Referral and Drug Treatment     
       Court Team.  

        
 
  
 
 
 

SECTION:   
Justice Sanctions 
 
SUBJECT:  Extended Supervision-Post 
Revocation Referrals 

PREPARED BY: 
Becky Paggi 
 

 
MANAGER APPROVAL: 

  
 

POLICY # : 
 

 

PAGE: 
 

 

Review Date
  

Date Revised 

REVIEW CYCLE: 
 
 

BOARD APPROVAL DATE: 
(If Applicable) 
 

DATE ISSUED: 
5/09 

POLICY TITLE:   Extended Supervision – Post Revocation Referrals  
PURPOSE:  Process to refer clients on Extended Supervision or on Revocation Status 
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APPENDIX II 

Drug Treatment Court Pre-Expulsion Questions 
Criteria 
 

1.  Are there any other available treatment options that may be effective? 
2.  If there were co-occurring disorders, were they treated effectively? 
3.  Were there any general life situations that should have been addressed? 
4.  Has the participant presented other options the team hasn’t considered? 
5.  What are the participant’s therapist recommendations? 

 
 

Cross Check Criminogenic Factors with Clinical Follow Up Suggestions 
      Cross Check 
                  
--------------------- 
Criminogenic 
Factors 

TX Needs 
Satisfied?  

MH & 
AODA 
Satisfied? 

Life 
Situations 
Addressed? 

Participant 
Suggestions 

Therapist 
Recommendations? 
 

Offense      
Education      
Financial      
Family      
Accommodation      
Leisure      
Peers      
Substance      
Personality      
Attitude      
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APPENDIX III 
 

LA CROSSE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
POLICY AND PROCEDURES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
    
 
                             Responsible Staff: Drug Treatment Court Team/Drug Court Coordinator 
       POLICY/PROCEDURE:  
 

1.  All referrals with a history of violence to Drug Court will be reviewed according to the 
following procedure: 

             
d. Defense Counsel will complete the Defense Counsel Referral from for Drug Treatment 

Court and send to Drug Treatment Court Coordinator.  
 
e. Referrals of this nature will be considered on rare occasions and will be the exception 

rather than the rule. . 
f. There will be no exception for any homicide.  
 
g. An interview will be scheduled with Defense Counsel, Referral and Drug Treatment 

Court Team.  
 

h. Factors to be considered for acceptance, but not exclusive to: 
• Minimal involvement in the crime 
• The underlying facts will be explored 
• There must be minimal injury or harm 

 
i. Drug Treatment Court Team will meet with Defense Attorney and Referral to determine 

if appropriate for admission 
 

 

SECTION:   
Justice Sanctions 
 
SUBJECT:  Referrals with a history of violence  

PREPARED BY: 
Becky Paggi 
 

MANAGER APPROVAL: 
(Signature required) 
 

POLICY # : 
 

 

PAGE: 
 

 

Review Date
  

Date Revised 

REVIEW CYCLE: 
 
 

BOARD APPROVAL DATE: 
(If Applicable) 
 

DATE ISSUED 
5/09 

POLICY TITLE:   Drug Treatment Court Referrals with a history of violence  

PURPOSE:  Process to refer clients with a history of violence 
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APPENDIX IV 

 
LA CROSSE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

POLICY AND PROCEDURES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
    
 
                             Responsible Staff: Drug Treatment Court Team/Drug Court Coordinator 
 
       POLICY/PROCEDURE:  
  
        A critical component of successful Drug Court participation involves intense supervision 
and random testing to determine compliance with the rules of the Drug Court Program.  
Accordingly, each Drug Court Participant will be subject to the following minimum 
supervision/testing schedule: 
 

PHASE I 
 

1. Drug testing is to take place at a minimum of twice per week on a frequent and 
random basis.  Tests will be full panel including flushing.  Tests may be of urine, blood, 
saliva, use of a patch,  or through any other viable means of determining that controlled 
substances or pharmaceuticals have been ingested.  

 
2. Breathalyzers are to take place at least twice per week on a frequent and random 
basis.  In home electronic devices to detect the ingestion of alcohol or alcohol-based 
products may be required on a case-by-case basis. 

 
3. Home visits are to occur at least once per week, and may be made by a corrections 
agent, the Drug Court Coordinator, a law enforcement officer, Justice Sanctions agents, 
or other persons appointed by the Drug Court Judge. 

SECTION:   
Justice Sanctions 
 
SUBJECT:  Supervision Testing Protocol in 
Phases 

PREPARED BY: 
Becky Paggi 
 

MANAGER APPROVAL: 
(Signature required) 
 

POLICY # : 
 

 

PAGE: 
 

 

Review Date
  

Date Revised 

REVIEW CYCLE: 
 
 

BOARD APPROVAL DATE: 
(If Applicable) 
 

DATE ISSUED: 
5/09 

POLICY TITLE:   Supervision Testing Protocol in Phases 
PURPOSE:  To identify the supervision and testing protocol for all phases. 
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4. Electronic monitoring, as needed and as ordered by the Court. 
 
5. Participant may be called for a random test outside of random testing color.  

 

PHASE II 
 

1. Drug testing is to take place at a minimum of twice per week on a random basis 
  upon first transition into Phase II.  Test will be full panel to include flushing.  
2. Participants will be assessed individually at team meetings to determine color 
 reduction to test 1x week.  
3. Participants will be assessed to reduce full panel testing for drugs of choice using 
 the Testing Grid and categories.   

 
  4.  Full Panel tests will occur based on Testing Grid recommendations.  
 

5. Tests may be of urine, blood, saliva, use of a patch, or through any other viable 
 means to determine if any  controlled substances or pharmaceuticals have been 
 ingested. 
 
 6. Breathalyzers are to take place at least two times per month on a random basis.  In 
 home electronic devices to detect the ingestion of alcohol or alcohol-based 
 products may be required on a case-by-case basis. 

 
 7. Home visits are to occur at least two times per month, and may be made by a 
 corrections agent, the Drug Court Coordinator, a law enforcement officer,  Justice 
 Sanctions agents, or other persons appointed by the Drug Court Judge. 

 
8. Electronic monitoring, as needed and as ordered by the Court. 
 
 9. Participant may be called for a random test outside of random testing color.  
 

 

PHASE III 
 

1. Drug Testing will not automatically be increased 
 
2. The Testing Grid will be used to reduce testing and assign categories to test for 

drug of choice. 
 

3. Full panel tests including flushing will occur based on Testing Grid 
recommendations. 

 
4. Tests may be of urine, blood, saliva, use of a patch, or through any other viable 

means of determining that controlled substances or pharmaceuticals have been 
ingested. 
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5. Breathalyzers are to take place on an as needed and random basis.  In home 

electronic devices to detect the ingestion of alcohol or alcohol-based products may 
be required on a case-by-case basis. 

 
6. Home visits are to occur at least one time per month, and may be made by a 
 corrections agent, the Drug Court Coordinator, a law enforcement officer, Justice 
 Sanctions agents, or other persons appointed by the Drug Court Judge. 

 
7. Electronic monitoring as needed and as ordered by the Court. 
 
8. Participant may be called for a random test outside of random testing color.  
 

 
(NOTE:  These are minimum supervision/testing standards.  Any participant is subject to testing 
at any time.) 
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Appendix V 
 
 

LA CROSSE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
POLICY AND PROCEDURES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
    
 
                             
       The Drug Treatment Court Policy Team shall consist of :      
             Former and Current Drug Treatment Court Judges 
   District Attorney  
   Attorney Manager or First Assistant State Public Defender 
   Department of Corrections Supervisor 
   Justice Sanctions Supervisor 
   Human Services AODA Supervisor 
  A Drug Treatment Court Graduate  (pending) 
 
       POLICY/PROCEDURE:  

• A graduate of the Drug Treatment Court will be selected with the assistance of the 
Alumni Association. 

 
• Alternates:  The above listed offices may appoint a representative to attend the monthly 

policy team meetings. 
• Method for Adding or Changing a Policy:   
  
  1. Team members may ask for a new policy or a change in policy by making the  
      request to her or his supervisor. 
 
  2. The supervisor will determine if the policy will be taken to the policy team 

SECTION:   
Justice Sanctions 
 
SUBJECT:  Drug Treatment Court Policy Team  

PREPARED BY: 
Becky Paggi 
 

MANAGER APPROVAL: 
(Signature required) 
 

POLICY # : 
 

 

PAGE: 
 

 

Review Date
  

Date Revised 

REVIEW CYCLE: 
 
 

BOARD APPROVAL DATE: 
(If Applicable) 
 

DATE ISSUED: 
5/5/09 

POLICY TITLE:   Drug Treatment Court Policy Team  

PURPOSE:  To establish and review treatment court policies and procedures 
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  3. Any policy team member can request for an agenda item to be added to the  
                 policy team’s agenda.   
 
  4. Each request for an addition to or change in policy will be submitted in writing  
                 to the Justice Sanctions Supervisor.   
 
     5. Each change in policy will include where the current policy is located in the  
                 policy manual, including the page number from the manual, and the requested  
      change.   
 

  6. Policy Team Meetings:  Policy team meetings will be held the second Tuesday   
                            of each month in the Branch 5 Jury Room. 
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APPENDIX VI 
LA CROSSE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

POLICY AND PROCEDURES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
    
 
                             Responsible Staff: Drug Treatment Court Team  
 
       POLICY/PROCEDURE:  
 

The Drug Treatment Court Team will review the DOC sentencing grid to determine 
participant stayed days: 

a. The stayed days will be determined upon admission in the Drug Treatment Court   
 Program. 

b. The DOC Bifurcated Sentence Recommendation Grid (TIS I and II) will be used  
 as the grid is based on research using historical sentencing data.  

c. Any participant who falls into the presumed probation category on the grid will  
 have 180 stayed days (6 months). 

d. Any participant who falls into any other category other than presumed probation   
      will be reviewed by the team to determine stayed days. 

e. As with presumed probation status, the minimum number of days on the  
 continuum will be used as stayed days. 

 

SECTION:   
Chemical Health & Justice Sanctions 
 
SUBJECT:  Drug Treatment Court Estimated 
Stayed Days for Justice Sanctions Data Collection 

PREPARED BY: 
Becky Spanjers 
 

 
MANAGER APPROVAL: 

  
 

POLICY # : 
 

 

PAGE: 
 

 

Review Date
  

Date Revised 

REVIEW CYCLE: 
 
 

BOARD APPROVAL DATE: 
(If Applicable) 
 

DATE ISSUED: 
8 09 
 
 

POLICY TITLE:   Drug Treatment Court Estimated Stayed Day Calculation  

PURPOSE:   Identify a process to calculate appropriate estimated stayed days.  
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